Our Board Members and
Senior Management Team
Joined Cynon Taf Community Housing Group’s Board in September 2016 and has
served as Chair since 2018.
In 2017, after nearly 20 years in social policy and leadership, Joy started her own
company, Joy Unlimited. Before this she led two charities – most recently
Chwarae Teg, which works to increase the number of women in parts of the
workforce where they are under-represented, and before that Cymorth Cymru –
the umbrella body for providers of housing related support, homelessness and
care services.
Before going into leadership, she worked in policy development for Welsh
Government, the Welsh Local Government Association and the Chartered Institute
of Housing Cymru. Joy has a keen interest in leadership and governance, has
held 7 board positions and been appointed by Welsh Government Ministers to a
number of expert panels and initiatives.

JOY KENT
GROUP CHAIR

She has a social sciences degree, a Masters in Housing, is an RSA Fellow and
was made a Fellow of Glyndwr University in 2016 in recognition of her
contribution to equalities and social justice.
Joy’s free time is taken up with making ceramics, spending time in Spain and
walking her

Joined Cynon Taf Community Housing Group’s Board in April 2015.
Served as Chair of the Governance Committee from 2016.
Julie has worked in housing, homelessness and supported housing
services for 20 years and following her role as CIH Policy and Public
Affairs Manager for Wales she now works as New Homes Manager at
Monmouthshire Housing Association.
She is keen on keeping up to date with national housing-related policy,
legislation and practice. Julie is passionate about equality, social justice,
life-long learning, travel, the arts and making a positive contribution to the
community.

JULIE NICHOLAS
(GROUP VICE CHAIR & CHAIR OF
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE)
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Nazia joined the Board in September 2021. Nazia has been working in the Welsh third
sector since 2015 after graduating from the University of South Wales with a BSc Hons in
Criminology and Sociology. With experience in a number of different fields including
gambling related harm, access to dementia services for minority ethnic groups and
equality in housing, she has been able to see first-hand the impacts of social injustice
on low income households and marginalised groups.
Her previous roles involved managing the award-winning Open Doors Project,
and the Cardiff Homeless World Cup Legacy Project.
Nazia is currently working in the Welsh housing sector specialising in tenant
engagement and is a strong advocate for the power of tenant voice in shaping services.

NAZIA AZAD-WARREN

Joined Cynon Taf Housing Group’s Board in September 2020.
Howard trained as a Chartered Accountant with DELOITTES, and was responsible for accounts,
audit, tax, and insolvency for 10 years with them. He was then employed by Hyper Value as
Finance Director, overseeing all aspects of Finance, Property, Marketing, HR & Legal for 20
years. In 2002 Howard became the owner of C.I.A, a company providing Business Strategy
and Analysis.
Howard is mildly obsessive about sport, either playing, refereeing or watching.
Unfortunately it is mainly the last one now apart from terrible golf and even worse tennis.
Howard has been active in voluntary organisations from an early age. At 17 he was the
Manager and Secretary of his local football team and has always acted as
Treasurer /Chairman of his local P.T.A. He is also a Governor of Ysgol G.G. Glantaf.

HOWARD OSBORUNE

Howards speaks Welsh, a little French, Spanish and Italian.

Joined Cynon Taf Community Housing Group’s Board in September 2018.
John is a qualified chartered accountant and has been a director of Williams Ross Limited in
Cardiff for 15 years. He has had professional involvement in providing assurance services,
advice, support and training in the not for profit sector covering charities, credit unions and
other voluntary organisations for a number of years.
John’s voluntary activities include being a board member of the Wales Co-operative Centre
for the last 14 years, being a board member of Merthyr Valley Homes from January 2012 until
September 2018 and vice chair for 2016-18 and being treasurer of the Welsh Jazz Society.
JOHN CHOWN
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Clare joined the Board in September 2021, she is a chartered fellow of the
CIPD, and has worked in HR for 18 years. Clare is HR Director at CSA Catapult
– a not-for-profit engineering organisation, which has grown to 100 employees
in just 3 years. Part of her remit is building a pipeline of talent for STEM careers, and improving diversity in the sector through
developing more inclusive workplace practices. In previous roles, Clare spent
15 years in the social housing sector.
In her spare time, Clare enjoys cookery, crafts, travelling and trips to the theatre. She is an active member of the Women’s Institute and is also a WI Advisor.

CLARE GUNNING

Joined Cynon Taf Community Housing Group’s Board in July 2019.
James has been a tenant of the Group for 3 years. He is extremely passionate
about the Group and looks forward to the challenges ahead. James has over 10
years’ experience in the entertainment industry and has worked with a variety
of companies both local and national. James began his career by volunteering
at The Coliseum Theatre in Aberdare at the age of 13, all while attending school
and seeing early mornings with a milk round!
After 4 years of volunteering James applied for a casual technician’s post and
2 years on James was promoted to Senior Technician where he spent 11 years.
James eventually moved onto The Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama
becoming a Venues Technician based in Cardiff. In 2012 James decided to start
his own business and became a self-employed
Lighting Designer which led him to the London’s Westend where he lived for 2
years. During this time James travelled the UK with different productions while
working with well-known artists. James came back to Wales in 2015 and has
recently completed his Level 1 in Electrical Installations at Coleg Y Cymoedd in
Ystrad Mynach.
James also has a passion for motorcycle racing and Marshalls all over the UK.
James is delighted to join the Board of Cynon Taf Community Housing Group
and is looking forward to being able to bring a tenant’s perspective.

JAMES THOMAS
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BARRY STEPHENS

Joined Cynon Taf Community Housing Group’s Board in September 2018.
Jonathan has 22 years’ experience working in the further education sector. He is currently vice principal at Coleg y Cymoedd with responsibility for
finance, human resources, infrastructure, welsh language, management
information systems and compliance. Previous experience includes teaching on a range of vocational and higher education courses. Jonathan has
a degree in Recreation and Leisure Management and a Masters in Sport
and Leisure.
Jonathan has a strong sporting background having played professional
football for Cardiff City and he represented Wales as a youth international.

JONATHAN MORGAN
(BA HONS, MA, PGCE)
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Victoria joined Cynon Taf Community Housing Group in June 2019, having spent
the previous eight years at Merthyr Valley Homes as Director of Housing, then
Director of Operations.
Prior to this, she spent many years working in a range of different roles including
an Inspector for the Audit Committee in England and Head of Service in a housing
association with over 60,000 homes across England and Scotland. This followed
stints in both local government and the Police Service.
Kirsty Joined Cynon Taf Community Housing Group in 2021 after several senior
management roles in housing associations and in the support/charity sector.

Victoria Slade
GROUP CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Most recently she was the Business Development Director at Llamau, a support
provider working with homeless young people and women experiencing domestic abuse, and previously to that she was Head of Housing at Newydd Housing
Association covering all tenancy related and support services. Kirsty has worked
in the housing and support sectors for almost 20 years covering a range of roles
in various types of organisations, including local authorities, the professional body,
housing associations and charities.
She was a Board Member at Coastal Housing Group for 11 years and is proud of
the organisation’s commitment to the regeneration of Swansea, Neath, and Port
Talbot, which is where Kirsty currently lives.

Kirsty Ellis
DIRECTOR OF HOUSING
AND COMMUNITIES

Joined Cynon Taf Community Housing Group in 2013 after 13 years in the role of
Director of Financial Services for Perthyn, a social care charity operating throughout
Wales and England, providing care and support to people with learning
disabilities, challenging behaviour and complex needs.
During this time, along with the overall management of the financial services
section, she was a primary member of the Executive Management Team with
responsibility for the strategic and business planning of the charity. Has extensive
knowledge of and been directly involved in tenders, business development,
quality, compliance & audit monitoring and contracting for both supported living
and residential care.
Her previous background spans back over 30 years with experience in social
housing management, audit and finance within local government and housing
associations.

ALISON WILLIAMS
DIRECTOR OF
CORPORATE SERVICES

